William & Mary Law School

William & Mary Law School Scholarship Repository
Black History at W&M Law

Exhibits

2-25-1975

Greene Says Board's Act Set 'Dangerous Precedent'
Wallace Auser
Evan Adair

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarship.law.wm.edu/blackhistorywmls
Copyright c 1975 by the authors. This article is brought to you by the William & Mary Law School Scholarship
Repository.
https://scholarship.law.wm.edu/blackhistorywmls

CURIAE ~

AMIC
Marshall- Wythe S
Vol. v, No. 10

College of William & Mary
Virginia

Tuesday, February 25, 1975

Greene Says Board's Act
Set 'Dangerous Precedent'
B Wallace Au er
and Evan Adair
Accusing
the American
As ociation of
ni ersity
Profe sors
( AAUP )
in estigators of trying to justify
injustice by finding an excuse
for it. JeRoyd X Greene aid in
his final lecture at the College
that the facult failed to realize
that the procedure leading to
Greene ' " dehiring " would
threaten others in the future.
" A dangerous example has
been set at William and Mary ,"
Greene said .
"Academic
freedom does not exist here
because I do not leach here."
Greene noted tha t the
strongest criticism in the AAUP
investigatory report concerned
abroga tion
of
faculty
prerogative in filling vacancies
on the faculty . Even " after
finding that this elemental
academic due process was
denied me .... there again was no
attempt to caIJ for censure" of
the College.
The AA P report determined
that the Board of Visitors , even
after being apprised of the
requirements of academic due
process , "dehired" Greene

without according him any
semblance of a hearing .
No Real Justification
Greene added that the " report
found no justification (for the
Board 's action ) except for adeficient Law School selection
pr ocedure . " There was no
criticism of his ability . Greene
said , nor was there a finding of
moral turpitude . " I was dehired
because of what I am and what I
believe in," Greene concluded ,
this being " an obvious denial " of
academic freedom .
The " worst " part of the
report , Greene asserted , was its
assumption that, because of
deficient Law School selection
procedures , the Board of
Visitors and President Graves
were justified in refusing to give
him the appointment.
Greene did regard the AAUP
report as "a relatively thorough
and honest investiga tion"
providing a "coherent account of
the chronology of events ." The
report "was weak because it
attempted to avoid that which it
should have determined ."
What was "obvious " to Greene
was that people at William and
Mary were subjected to

Poll Student Support
On Separate Ceremony
The
1975
College
commencement exercises will
be held Sunday, June 1, at 3 p.m .
in the Wren Courtyard. The
speaker will be Kingman
Brewster, President of Yale
University and former Dean of
the Yale Law School.
The Law Scbool will be
permitted to have a separate
graduation ceremony provided
it is held after the general
College
commencement
exercises . The reason for this
requirement according to
President Thomas Graves, is
that all degrees are conferred by
the President at a single College
commencement ,
and
no
independent ceremony can be
held until after degrees are
conferred .
It has been proposed th.a t a
separate Law School ceremon y
be held immediately after the
college commencement at 5 p.m .
in Phi Beta Kappa HalJ. The
ceremony
would
last
approximately one hour ; the
program would consist of
convocation . any words Dean

Whyte might wish to present,
and individual conferral of
degrees by Dean Whyte on
behalf of the faculty . The Dodge
Room will be reserved for a
reception
foliowi ng
the
ceremony .
tlecause of the late hour and
the fact that many people must
leave as quickly as possible to be
at work the next morning or at a
BRI ession , there will be no
speech. In lieu of a speaker ,
Pres ident Brewster , Who is
reknowned in the legal field will
be invited as an honored guest.
The ceremony will be more
personal than the College
exercises. and it will be possible
for each person to invite more
guests than are allowed at the
general college commencement.
Greg Welsh and John Heard
will soon take a binding poll of
the third -year class , asking
them to sign their name if they
will attend a eparate ceremony.
Unless substantial support is
shown , the separate ceremony
\\.'ill not be held .

Phi Alpha Delta (PAD ) law fraternity will hold its rush party the
evening of Friday , February 28, beginning at 8 p.m . Phi Delta Phi
(PDP ) will hold its rush party on Friday. March 7, beginning at 8:30
p.m . Marshall-Wythe 's newest law fraternity , Delta Theta Phi <DTP )
\\.'ill hold its party on Saturday, March 8, starting at 8 p.m . All three
parties will be held in the Campus Center Little Theatre, and all interested unaffiliated law students are invited to attend.

improper external influences in
the form of economic and
political coercion . Greene
claimed that the report "begged
the issue of external political
influences .' ,
Political Coercion Cited
In discussing ' these external
pOlitical influences , Greene
noted that Carter Lowance , who
served last year as a close aide
to President Graves , was
Executive Assistant to Mills
Godwin , Jr ., during Godwin's
first term as Governor, which
Greene called " Godwin 's reign
of terror ."
"A

See Greene, p. 6
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Mary .... Academic freedom does not exist here because I do not teach
here."

Libel Night Plans Progralll
With "Educational " Purpose
What's faster than a herd of
turtles, more powerful than a
shot of water and guaranteed to
bring tears to law students'
eyes? Libel
Night
1975,
according to Dave Joanis, grand
marshall of the looney tune
brigade.
Rehearsals are supposedly
underway following tryouts and
casting last Thursday and
Friday for the March 13
performance . The script is
almost completed, but anyone
'.I.'ith a last minute "goodie " that

they don 't want to go to waste
can still submit copy.
Highlights of this year's
production include wa tching
Tom Collins wrestle with a giant
table . And who can possibly miss
Colonel Walck re-<:reating his
unforgetable role as Itu
Sukiyaki in " Torta , Torta,
Torta "? Best of all will be
hearing Dean James P . Whyte,
Jr . lecture on the vow of chastity
and the first-year law student.
This year's show will be
" morally educational and
edifying" and at the same time
"uplifting," Joanis promises .

Editor Applications
Deadline Is March 7
Law students interested in
seeking editorship positions on
the Amicus Curiae and Colonial
Lawyer must submit letters of
application , setting forth in
general their qualifications . to
Mr. W. Wilford Kale , chairman
of the College's Publications
Council,
at
box
409,
Williamsburg . The deadJine for
applications is Friday, March 7.
Letters of application should
be accompanied by a "limited
number "
of
letters
of
recommendation . There is no
formal
application form;
applicants are encouraged to set
forth their qualifications in their
own manner .
The Publications Council will
hold an open meeting on
Tuesday , March 11 at 6:30 p.m .
in the Campus Center. This
meeting is open to all persons in
the community . Applicants will
be interviewed and otherwise
questioned at this meeting , with

non-Council members able to
participate. Further details will
be published and posted when
available .
Final selections will be made
at a closed meeting of the
Publications
Council
on
Tuesday , March 18. According to
the Council's by-laws , new
editors-in -chief assume their
positions three weeks prior to
the last da y of classes . In the
case of the Amicus Curiae,
effective transition may occur at
an earlier date .
Those students chosen to head
the two Law School publications
will participate in the Council's
consideration of 1975-76 budgets ,
which has already begun.
The Publications Council's bylaws , which detail the selection
procedure, were included in the
December 17, 1974 issue of the
Amicus . Any student desiring to
see the by-laws should contact
Evan Adair in the Amicus office .

" Our meetings ha ve been
'spiritually ' rewarding to
date , " Joan is says. " We try to
have several gallons of 'spirit '
present at each meeting , and
Augie Busch has been known to
attend in spirit."
A more classic approach wiU
be taken with this year's
presentation, Joanis claims, as
most of the script is being
written in iambic pentameter .
"The rumor that the CIA has
been bugging the Libel Night
meetings is totally unfounded,"
according to Joanis . "The only
bugs we've found so far are on
the writers ."
Dress rehearsal is planned for
March 12. The one and only
public performance will be held
on March 13 in Phi Beta Kappa
Hall , with the reception starting
at 7:30 p.m . and the curtain
rising at 8:30 p.m . Ticket price is
50 cents, and advance ticket
sales will begin March 6.
Tne student audience wilJ be
expected to dress formally ,
"with shoes, that is," Joanis
says. "Faculty members are
expected to dress--in uniform, if
desired ."
Openings are still available for
any student with talent, or lack
thereOf, to share, Joanis says.
Anyone with any ideas or who
wants to perform , dance, sing,
whatever
(especially
or
whatever) should immediately
contact one of the Libel Night
committee members : Joanis,
Mike Mares , vice chairman (in
charge of vice); Bob Goldman,
grand imperial poobah ; Nettie
Bailes , middle-aged
nondescript sex object and meter
maid ; Mark Gregory ; Ellen
Pirog ; or Margaret Askew.
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Educators Should Stress
Legal Education Sooner
Elementary and high school
educators should give as much
emphasis
to
law -related
education as they do to reading,
writing, and arithmetic, the
president of t he ABA said
recently .
"Our children nave got to
develop more 'analytical' ability
to meet today's social and
political challenges," James D.
Fellers said in remarks
prepared for a joint meeting of
the Hillsborough County Bar
Association and the Kiwanis
Club of Tampa .
The Oklahoma City attorney
said the ABA's Special
Committee on Youth Education
for Citizenship is working to
introduce legal education in all
of the nation 's primary and

" It is tragic that they have
done so , for certainly an
understanding of 'laws' and
'legal principles ' is a critical tool
for everyone to have as
individuals in today's world,"
Fellers said.
.

secondary schools.
Terming current civics
courses as mostly " factual
fodder " involving memorizing
the Gettysburg Address and
similar historical data , Fellers
said school children should be
taught how to analyze legal and
social problems , and to
understand the legal system .'

He said school children will
have to develop analytical
ability to tackle the difficult
problems facing the nation
today-"from balancing the need
for expanded energy production
with the dangers .of pollution ... to
minimizing
taxes
while
providing needed services ... to
adhering to the judgments of
elected representatives while
identifying and eliminating
those who misuse their
authority .. . to considering the
rights of victims while
protecting the rights of the
accused."

Pilot projects have proven
that school children are highly
interested and motivated by
these kinds of courses , Fellers
said. "We have seen that almost
every student, of every age ,
wants to learn law."
The ABA president blamed
citizen apathy for the fact that
children have been leaving
school "legally ignorant."

Student Latvyer Needs
Cartoonis~, Cnlurnnist
Are you a latent James
Thurber? Are you witty enough
to
create
another
"Doonesbury"? Have you ever
thought you could write an
opinion column as well as James
Reston, Art Buchwald, or Shana
Alexander?
H so, Student Lawyer is ready
to give you a chance to express
yow- op1Dlon or dlsPJay your
humor through two new
features .
The
monthly
publication, with a circulation of
30,000 , is published by the
American Bar Association Press
for members of the ABA's Law
Student Division.

Editor Dave Martin has
announced that Student Lawyer
is ac t ively searching for
cartoonists and guest columnists
to chronicle t he trials and
tribulations of law students and
lawyers, or to sound off on
current affairs .
" We are looking for. welldrawn, witty cartoons depicting
how law students perceive
themsel ves ,
their
deans ,
professors , prospec t ive
employers, spouses , and even
their pets and house plants,"
Martin said.
Quality single-frame and strip
cartoons, as well as filler
illustrations without captions,
be
accepted.
Size
will
requirements are 2 4" by 3" for

The ABA president said that
the major effort sho~d be
directed toward teacher training
and curriculum adjustment to
provide a continuing, quality
program
of
law-related
education.

single-frame or 3lA! " by 3lA! " for
each frame of a strip , or
drawings that fit these
proportions.

be somewhat similar to " My

Hundreds of projects to
accomplish this end are
opera ting
throughout the
country, Fellers said. But he
warned
that
successful
programs "require strict
standards of administration and
long hours of planning on the
part of educator:! , lawyers ,
citizens and other community
volunteers. "

Turn " in Newsweek, will appear
monthly under the title "Pro
Se." It can be humorous or
serious , and it is open to all
readers. Length should not
exceed
1200
words ,
or
approximately five or six
double-spaced pages .

Teaching methods being
employed include using the
classroom as a simulated
courtroom where pupils and
students conduct mock trials ,
slide presentations and video
tapes of actual courtroom
experiences . .

A short biography of the
author of a prospective " Pro Se"
column should accompany each
subm~ssion . Meaningful opinion
and commentary not accepted
for " Pro Se" will be edited for
possible use in the "letters to the
editor" column.

Subjects for discussion could
include abort ion , environmental
protection and gun control ,
Fellers suggested .

"We can 't pay cartoonists or
guest columnists a cent, " Martin
confessed, " but we can offer
fame , notoriety and a chance for
law students to unleash their
suppressed talent. "
The guest column, which will

" We should not 'protect ' our
children so that they end up
being ' analytical midgets ,'"
Fellers concluded .

Student Lawyer is a fourcolor , high -styled magazine ,
published monthly except June
through August.

YOU DESERVE

Persons wishing to submit
cartoons or "Pro Se" columns
should send them to David
Martin , Editor , Student Lawyer,
American Bar Association, 1155
E. 60th St. , Chicago Ill. 60637.
Records & Tapes
T.V.'s & Stereos

LAZA

BASKIN-ROBBINS

731 JAMES YORK PLAZA
WILLIAMSBURG, VA. 23185

ICE CREAM
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I The Placement Office requests that any student who has acI cepted employment complete this form and either take the
II form to the Placement Office or drop in the Placement box in
the General Office.

I
I
I

I

Name .. .... .. . . . .... . . .. .. ... .. . .. .. . .. .. ..... . .. ........ . .. . . .. . II
I have accepted a position with:
I

I

FirmName ..... . ... . . . ... ... .. . .. ... ... . . .. . ... . .. . .. .. .. . . ... . . . . 1
Address . . . .... . ..... . . .... .. .. .... . ..... .. . .... ... . .. ... . . ....... 1
1

1_ _ _ _ _ _ - - - - - - - - - - _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ . j

STORE
-The Best Fountain Treats
-The Best Ice Cream
-The Best Party Desserts
Baskin-Robbins
416 Prince George St.
229-6385

"The faculty was not prepared to deal with their own futures and
their own destinies."

Board's 'Dehiring'
Set Bad ,Precedent
Continued from p. 1
Greene called Lowance
"hatchet man for Mills
Godwin," and reminded his
audience that when Godwin left
office, Lowance came to William
and Mary. When Godwin
returned to the Capitol last year,
Lowance also returned to
Richmond, and Greene argued
that Lowance 's duties at William
and Mary were less than vital ,
as the College neglected to fill
the vacancy when Lowance left
Williamsburg for Richmond .
The AAUP report stated that it
could find no evidence tha t Gov.
Godwin was involved in the
Greene controversy. Greene
responded that Lowance has
admitted meeting last spring
with Godwin concerning the
appointment controversy.
R . Harvey Chappell , Jr .,
Rector of the Board of Visitors ,
was also deeply involved in the
maneuvering
a gainst
his
appointment, Greene argued . It
has long been wondered how the
media lea rned of the nowinfamous letter from State Sen.
Edward Willey to Dean Whyte
before either Dean Whyte or
President Graves received
copies . Greene told his large
audience that Chappell , who
ostensibly should not ha ve
becom e invol ved in the
controv ers y until it · was
officiall y brought before the
Board , leaked the Willey letter
to AI Moffit of Channel 12 news in
Richmond .
Greene also stated that
Chappell made numerous
telephone calls to 'Williamsburg
during the period prior to the
Board 's May meeting , and
stated that he would subpoena
Chappell 's telephone records to
prove the assertion tha t
Chappell was pressuring College
personnel.
Willey Threatened Finances
Sen. Willey, a central figure in
the appointment controversy
and in subsequent litigation , is ,
according to Greene, " an oldline segregationist " who " is
over the hill ." Greene noted ,

however , that despite being
" over the hill ," Sen . Willey " is a
man to be reckoned with ," as he
exerts considerable authority in
the General Assembly over
appropriations and education .
Willey 's letter to Dean Whyte
stated that a decision by the
College to appoint Greene would
C<luse

him

to

reconsider

his

position with regard to financing
for the Law School. " If I were
hired ," Greene said , "he'd no
longer be your big daddy."
Summing up the AAUP report,
Greene called it " weak "
because it avoided the " web of
interlocking persons" involved
in the College and the state
government. and because the
investigators wished to avoid a
conclusion of an outright denial
of academic freedom , and the
AAUP censure which would
have been directed at William
and Mary.
Faculty Backed Off
"The facul ty was not prepared
to deal with their own futures
and their own destinies ," so they
chose not to go to the wall in his
case , Greene charged .
Arguing that he was not
"pleading" his own case , Green e
compared the controversy to the
Jews watching Nazis " rip .off"
members of their religion , but
not moving to deal with the
problem until they realized that
they. too, were victims of the
oppression .
Greene warned the faculty
that the oppressi on ' was not
dire c ted solel y at a black
militant , but at the system of
academic freedom , and called
the professors " chumps" for not
realizing or admitting it. "The
facult y is a bunch of sissies. "
Greene challenged .
Greene told his large and
sympathetic audience that he
described the contro.versy to all
sorts of people in an effort to
arrive at an appropriate oneword description of the sordid
affair . With " unique unanimity "
the responses came as one:
" Bulls hit. "

